SEC Academic Leadership Development Program Fellows (2016-17)
University of Alabama
Tim A. Haskew – Dr. Tim A. Haskew is Head of the Department of Electrical & Computer

Engineering at the University of Alabama and holds the rank of professor. Dr. Haskew also serves
as Director of the Electromechanical Systems Laboratory (EMSyL). His research interests span the
electrical and mechanical disciplines, and he is specifically focused in power electronics, motion
control, electric machinery, energy conversion, power systems, and system control. Dr. Haskew’s
work has been sponsored by NASA, the National Science Foundation, the Consumer Product
Safety Commission, the U.S. Department of Energy, and a number of industrial entities. Dr.
Haskew is a senior member of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) and
received the T. Burke Hayes IEEE Power Engineering Society Faculty Recognition Award in 1996.
Within the IEEE, he is a member of multiple societies and working groups. Dr. Haskew was active on the Applied
Power Electronics Conference (APEC) Committee from 2004 through 2010, and he served as the APEC Seminar
Chair from 2005 through 2010. He has some 65 refereed journal articles and two book chapters published, and he
holds two patents. He has graduated six Ph.D. and 11 M.S. students. In 2013, he received the T. Morris Hackney
Endowed Faculty Leadership Award from the University of Alabama College of Engineering.

Aaron M. Kuntz – Dr. Aaron M. Kuntz is Head of the Department of Educational Studies and

Associate Professor of Educational Studies at the University of Alabama. Dr. Kuntz develops
inquiry projects in local, national and international arenas alongside professional colleagues,
teachers and community activists. His research interests include critical qualitative inquiry,
academic activism and citizenship, critical geography, and philosophy of education. Recently, Dr.
Kuntz received the McCrory Faculty Excellence Award for Distinguished Teaching at the
University of Alabama. His research agenda focuses on theorizing and developing “materialist
methodologies” and remains grounded in empirical questions concerning the production of inquiry
in the K-16 arena, faculty work in postsecondary institutions, and the impact of the built
environment on learning. Dr. Kuntz’s research has led to numerous publications in a diverse array of journals. His
most recent book, entitled Methodological Responsibility: Inquiry, Truth-telling, & Social Justice, is available through Routledge
Press. Dr. Kuntz serves on the Editorial Board for the Review of Higher Education and the Bloomsbury Research
Methods for Education book series.

Alice L. March – Dr. Alice L. March is the Assistant Dean for Graduate Programs at the Capstone

College of Nursing at the University of Alabama. Dr. March joined the faculty at Alabama in 2007
and is now an Associate Professor. Her educational background includes a B.S. in Nursing, a M.S.
in Community Health Nursing with a functional role of administrator, and a Ph.D. in Rural
Nursing, all from the State University of New York at Binghamton. Dr. March’s extensive clinical
experience has provided her with a broad base to teach nursing at the undergraduate and graduate
levels. She is a member of the international nursing honor society, Sigma Theta Tau, and is the
recipient of multiple awards, including the Zeta Iota Chapter Thesis/Dissertation Award, Decker
School of Nursing Dissertation Year Scholarship, Graduate Tuition and Decker School of Nursing
Scholarships, among others. Dr. March has an active program of research related to educational strategies and
technology to support teaching and learning in nursing students. She was recently awarded one of four National
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League for Nursing grants to complete a multisite study examining the effect of hopeful thinking on high-stakes
exams scores.

Donna Meester – Donna Meester is Faculty Senate President and Director of Undergraduate and

Graduate Costume Design and Production programs at the University of Alabama. Meester earned
her B.S. in Apparel Technology from Purdue University and MFA in Stage Design from Southern
Methodist University, where she studied with the acclaimed Broadway designers and producers Bill
and Jean Eckart. She served as Costume Commissioner for the United States Institute for Theatre
Technology from 2010 to 2015 and was Chair of Design and Technology for Region IV for the
Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival from 2006 to 2009. Meester was awarded the
Kennedy Center Golden Medallion, the highest award given to educators, for her work with the
organization. Meester has designed numerous shows for the University of Alabama, including
theatrical productions, musicals, opera and dance, and “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” that traveled to Havana, Cuba.
Her students are employed across the country in a wide variety of venues and positions, from stitchers in regional
theatres to dressers on Broadway.

University of Arkansas
Pearl K. Dowe – Dr. Pearl K. Dowe is Vice Chair and Graduate Coordinator in the Department

of Political Science at the University of Arkansas. Dr. Dowe also serves as Interim Director of the
African and African American Studies Program. She earned her B.A. in Political Science from
Savannah State University, M.A. in Political Science from Georgia Southern University and Ph.D.
in Political Science from Howard University. Dr. Dowe has served on various departmental
committees while serving on the College’s Faculty Development Committee, The Chancellors’
Commission on Women, the Graduate Council and the search committee for the Vice Chancellor
and Provost for Academic Affairs. Dr. Dowe’s research on African American political behavior
has been published widely in scholarly outlets that include the Journal of African American Studies,
Political Psychology, and Social Science Quarterly. Her most recent co-authored book, Remaking the Democratic Party: Lyndon
B. Johnson as a Native-Son Presidential Candidate, was published in 2016 by the University of Michigan Press. Dr. Dowe
is currently researching political attitudes, behaviors and campaign challenges of African American women. Most
recently, the Ronald W. Walters Leadership and Public Policy Center at Howard University selected her as its first
scholar-in-residence for the spring and summer of 2016.

Michelle Gray – Dr. Michelle Gray is an Associate Professor of Exercise Science at the University

of Arkansas. Since joining the Arkansas faculty in 2010, Dr. Gray has been active in various
leadership roles at the university, as well as in the field of exercise science. She was elected to
represent Arkansas in the Central States Chapter of the American College of Sports Medicine in
2011, then became President in 2013, serving a three-year term. Dr. Gray is also a reviewer for
many of the prominent journals in her field and speaks at the annual American College of Sports
Medicine, Aging and Society, and Gerontological Society of America conferences each year. Dr.
Gray has also served on numerous university committees, including the Catastrophic Leave
Committee, Institutional Review Board, and was elected to the Faculty Senate starting in the 201617 academic year. Additionally, she was appointed Director of the Honors Program within the College of Education
and Health Professions where she oversees more than 350 undergraduate honors students. Dr. Gray is an active
member of her department, serving on the Exercise Science Program Committee as well as search committees for
new faculty.
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Gary F. Peters – Dr. Gary F. Peters is Chair of the Department of Accounting in the Sam M.

Walton College of Business at the University of Arkansas. Dr. Peters also holds the Glazen
Endowed Professorship of Accounting. He earned his Ph.D. in Accounting from the University of
Oregon. Dr. Peters is currently a member of the university’s Faculty Senate and serves on various
committees and task forces. He was named the 2016 “Best All Around” Faculty Member in the Sam
M. Walton College of Business. Dr. Peters’ research and teaching focuses on factors that influence
audit risk, accounting disclosure and corporate governance. He is most known for his seminal and
leading research on the roles of audit committees, external auditors and internal auditors. Dr. Peters’
research places him within the upper first percentile of published accounting researchers during the
past 12 years. He publishes in the most elite accounting journals, including the Journal of Accounting Research, The
Accounting Review, and Contemporary Accounting Research. Solidifying his reputation in the auditing field, Dr. Peters
consistently publishes in the highest ranked specialized journal in auditing. He has also published cross-discipline
studies in elite journals including, MISQ and the Journal of Business Ethics.

Edward A. Pohl – Dr. Edward A. Pohl is Head of the Industrial Engineering Department,

Professor and holder of the 21st Century Professorship of Engineering at the University of
Arkansas. Dr. Pohl also serves as the Director of the Center for Innovation in Healthcare Logistics
and Co-Director of the emerging Institute for Advanced Data Analytics. Before coming to
Arkansas, he spent 21 years in the United States Air Force where he served in a variety of
engineering, operations analysis and academic positions during his career. Assignments included
being the Deputy Director of the Operations Research Center at the United States Military
Academy and an Operations Analyst in the Program Analysis and Evaluation directorate in the
Office of the Secretary of Defense. Dr. Pohl is a Fellow of the Institute of Industrial and Systems
Engineers, a Fellow of the Society of Reliability Engineers, a Diplomate in the Society for Health Systems and a Senior
Member of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers. His research interests are in reliability, engineering
optimization, supply chain risk analysis, healthcare logistics, decision making and quality.

Auburn University
Allen L. Landers – Dr. Allen L. Landers holds the Howard Earl and Carolyn Taylor Carr

Professorship in the Department of Physics at Auburn University. Dr. Landers earned his B.S. in
Mathematics and Physics (1993), along with a Ph.D. in Physics (1999) from Kansas State
University. After a stint as a Postdoctoral Fellow and Visiting Assistant Professor at Western
Michigan University, he joined the Auburn faculty in 2003. He is an active researcher studying
atomic, molecular and optical physics, particularly through the use of novel multi-particle imaging
methods to explore the dynamics of electronic and nuclear motion in atoms and molecules. Dr.
Landers’ research has been featured in the Journal of Physics, Physical Review, Science, and Nature, and
has been funded through the U.S. Department of Energy and the National Science Foundation.
Dr. Landers teaches at all levels in the Physics Department, ranging from introductory science classes to advanced
graduate courses. In addition, he works with interdisciplinary teams of Auburn faculty and staff to pursue science
outreach, principally developing new opportunities for K-12 students to experience the scientific process. Dr. Landers
has been awarded the Dean’s Award for Outstanding Teaching and the Dean’s Award for Outstanding Outreach in
the College of Sciences and Mathematics, and was recognized with the Auburn University Award for Excellence in
Outreach.
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Kevin Moore – Kevin Moore is the Chair of the Program of Interior Architecture and Associate

Professor in the College of Architecture, Design and Construction at Auburn University. Moore
earned his B.S. in Architecture from Tulane University and his master’s degree in Architecture from
the University of Texas at Austin. Moore’s research focuses on spatial sequences that create a field
of experience, incorporating landscape features and promoting passive environmental stimuli in
combination with social and spatial potentials. An example of creative scholarship demonstrating
these principles is Beyond the Groundwork, an exhibition of alumni and faculty creative work designed
and fabricated with Amanda Herron Loper. The exhibition design was awarded Best Creative
Scholarship at the Interior Design Educators Council South Region Conference (Peachtree City, GA, October 2013).
Moore’s research has been published in the International Journal of Interior Architecture + Spatial Design and Space Unveiled:
Invisible Cultures in the Design Studio. He has more than 10 years of professional experience with several award-winning
firms, including Eskew+Dumez+Ripple in New Orleans and Lohan Anderson in Chicago. Working on a diverse
range of projects, Moore’s focus has been to integrate interior and exterior for renovations, additions and new
buildings in urban settings. He is a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Accredited Professional.

Todd Steury – Dr. Todd Steury is Associate Professor of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation in

the School of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences at Auburn University. Dr. Steury earned his B.A. in
Biology and Environmental Conservation from the University of Colorado, M.S. in Wildlife
Resources from the University of Idaho and Ph.D. in Life Sciences from Indiana State University.
His research focuses on the conservation of large carnivores and predator-prey relationships. Dr.
Steury also does research on the detection of elusive wildlife. In addition to being widely cited in
scientific articles, his research is frequently recognized by the press, and has been featured by such
organizations as Fox News, Time.com, BBC.com and Reuters. The focus of his research has included
black bears in Alabama, jaguar-cattle interactions in Paraguay, lynx reintroduction in Idaho and
reintroduced red wolves in North Carolina. Dr. Steury is also one of the co-founders of Auburn University’s EcoDogs
program, which trains bomb-detection dogs to find ecological targets. Dr. Steury teaches applied ecological data
analysis to undergraduate and graduate students. He has won numerous awards for his teaching efforts, and his
graduate course is taken by students from many units across campus. Dr. Steury is incoming Chair of the Auburn
University Teaching Effectiveness Committee, where he has served for the past six years. He is also the Chair of the
School of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences’ Undergraduate Policies and Procedures Committee, which oversees all
courses and curricula.

University of Florida
Joel H. Brendemuhl – Dr. Joel H. Brendemuhl is Associate Dean of the College of Agricultural

and Life Sciences and Professor at the University of Florida. Dr. Brendemuhl earned his B.S. in
Animal Sciences and M.S. in Non-Ruminant Nutrition from North Dakota State University and
Ph.D. in Swine Nutrition from the University of Nebraska. Upon completion of his Ph.D., he
joined the faculty at Florida teaching nutrition and swine related courses and conducting research
in swine nutrition. Dr. Brendemuhl has spent his entire professional career at UF, moving through
the professorial ranks and obtaining full professorship in 1999. Dr. Brendemuhl has twice received
the Teaching Improvement Program Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching (1993 and
1998), been recognized as a Anderson/CLAS Scholar Faculty Honoree (1998, 2001, 2012 and
2014) and was recognized as the Teacher of the Year by the Honor Society of Alpha Zeta in 2000. He has also received
the Superior Accomplishment Award for Faculty in 2010, was nominated for Undergraduate Teacher of the Year in
the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences in 2011, and has twice been recognized as the Outstanding Advisor of
the Year by the Block and Bridle Club (2009 and 2012).
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John F. Stinneford – John F. Stinneford is a Professor in the Fredric G. Levin College of Law at

the University of Florida. Stinneford teaches and writes about criminal law, criminal procedure and
constitutional law, with a particular focus on the original meaning of the Cruel and Unusual
Punishments Clause. His work has been placed in numerous scholarly journals, including the
Georgetown Law Journal, Northwestern University Law Review, Virginia Law Review and the William &
Mary Law Review. Stinneford has won several national awards for his writing, and has been cited by
U.S. Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens (Ret.), state supreme courts, federal courts of appeal
and numerous scholars. In the fall of 2015, he was a Visiting Scholar at the Georgetown Law
Center, Center for the Constitution. Before joining the Florida faculty in 2009, Stinneford clerked
for the Honorable James Moran of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, served as an Assistant
United States Attorney and practiced law with Winston & Strawn in Chicago. He teaches first-year courses in criminal
procedure, federal criminal law, law and literature, and white collar crime. Stinneford has twice been voted faculty
graduation speaker by the third-year class at Florida, and has twice been a finalist for professor of the year.

David E. Vaillancourt – Dr. David E. Vaillancourt is Director of the Center for Exercise Science

and Professor of Applied Physiology and Kinesiology at the University of Florida. Dr.
Vaillancourt’s research focuses on how the brain regulates movement with a specific focus on
voluntary and involuntary motor disorders. His research program uses advanced neuroimaging
techniques to study the functional and structural changes in the brain of people with movement
disorders that span Parkinson’s disease, tremor, dystonia and ataxia. Dr. Vaillancourt has conducted
studies investigating interventions including rehabilitative, surgical and pharmacological, and he has
published this work in journals including Brain, the Journal of Neuroscience, and JAMA Neurology,
among others. He has been continuously funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) since
1999 and now directs several grants. Dr. Vaillancourt’s current work includes progression studies focused on changes
in the brain for Parkinson’s disease and Parkinsonism, clinical medication trials for Parkinson’s disease, studies of
tremor and brain connectivity, and pharmacological and neuroimaging studies for dystonia in mouse and human. He
is a currently Chair of the NIH Study Section Motor Function Speech and Rehabilitation. Dr. Vaillancourt also reviews
grants for the Michael J. Fox Foundation and National Parkinson Foundation. At UF, he created the graduate course
entitled “Movement Disorders” which is now the foundation course for a new T32 training grant from the NIH for
training doctoral students in movement disorders.

Chris Garvin – Chris Garvin is Director of the Lamar Dodd School of Art at the University of

Georgia. Dodd earned his Masters of Fine Arts from Ohio State University where he studied
painting. Garvin completed additional study at the Harvard Business School’s Creative Leaders
Program. He came to Athens in 2014 after serving as Dean of the College of Media and
Communication at the University of the Arts in Philadelphia. Garvin has experience as a designer
and creative director with his firm Educated Guess Work, of which former clients include Vogue,
Infiniti, AT&T and Showtime, among others. Garvin has spoken internationally on art, design
technology and education. In 2014, his work was published as a contributing author in 72
Assignments: The Foundation Course in Art and Design Today.

5

Janice Hume – Dr. Janice Hume is Head of the Department of Journalism and the Carter Chair

in Journalism Excellence in the Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication at the
University of Georgia. Dr. Hume earned her bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees from the
University of Missouri School of Journalism. She teaches media history, credibility and feature
writing. In 2012, she received the American Journalism Historians Association’s national award
for teaching excellence and was a Fellow in the Scripps Howard Leadership Academy in 2013. Dr.
Hume’s research focuses on the history of American journalism, particularly as it relates to public
memory and the social construction of death. She is author of Popular Media and the American
Revolution: Shaping Collective Memory (2014) and Obituaries in American Culture (2000), and co-author
of Journalism in a Culture of Grief (2008). Dr. Hume has also published numerous articles in academic journals, including
Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly, Journalism History, American Journalism, and Journal of Popular Culture.

Marisa Anne Pagnattaro – Dr. Marisa Anne Pagnattaro is Director of International Programs,

Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Programs, the I.W. Cousins Professor of Business
Ethics and a Josiah Meigs Distinguished Teaching Professor of Legal Studies at the University of
Georgia. Dr. Pagnattaro earned her B.A. from Colgate University, J.D. from the New York School
of Law and Ph.D. from UGA. As Director of International Programs, she is very involved with
study abroad programs and the international business co-major. Dr. Pagnattaro is the former Editor
in Chief of the American Business Law Journal, the premier journal in her field, and currently serves
on the Executive Committee of the Academy of Legal Studies in Business. Dr. Pagnattaro has
published numerous articles and chapters on international employment law, the global protection
of trade secrets and international trade with a particular emphasis on China. She is also the author of In Defiance of the
Law (Peter Lang, 2001) and a co-author of four editions of the textbook The Legal and Regulatory Environment of Business
(McGraw-Hill). Dr. Pagnattaro is also co-editor of Managing the Legal Nexus Between Intellectual Property and Employees:
Domestic and Global Contexts (Elgar Publishing, 2015) and co-author of International Sales Law: A Critical Analysis of CISG
Jurisprudence (Cambridge University Press, 2005).

J. Marshall Shepherd – Dr. J. Marshall Shepherd is Director of the Atmospheric Sciences

Program and the Georgia Athletic Association Distinguished Professor at the University of
Georgia. Dr. Marshall is also the host of The Weather Channel’s award-winning Sunday talk show,
Weather Geeks, and is a contributor to Forbes Magazine. He spent 12 years as a research meteorologist
at NASA-Goddard Space Flight Center and was Deputy Project Scientist for the Global
Precipitation Measurement (GPM) mission. President George W. Bush honored Dr. Shepherd in
2004 with the Presidential Early Career Award for pioneering scientific research. Dr. Shepherd
serves on several national boards and routinely appears as an expert before the national media,
White House and Congress. He was the 2013 President of the American Meteorological Society
(AMS). In 2014, Ted Turner and his Captain Planet Foundation honored Dr. Shepherd with its Protector of the Earth
Award. He is a Fellow of the AMS and has nearly 100 publications.
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University of Kentucky
Ty Borders – Dr. Ty Borders is Co-Director of the Institute for Rural Health Policy at the

University of Kentucky and recently completed a four-year term as Department Chair. He is also
the Foundation for a Healthy Kentucky Endowed Chair in Rural Health Policy and Professor.
He earned his B.A. in Psychology from the University of Kansas and his M.S. in Epidemiology,
M.A. and Ph.D. in Health Administration from the University of Iowa. He is an elected Fellow
of the American College of Epidemiology. Dr. Borders’ research focuses on rural and urban,
racial, and ethnic variations in health-related quality of life, consumer reports of care and health
care access. During the past 12 years, most of his work has investigated rural substance use and
treatment access through funding from the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism,
and National Institute on Drug Abuse. Dr. Borders serves as Editor of The Journal of Rural Health, the only scholarly
publication devoted to rural health in the U.S. In 2015, Dr. Borders was appointed to the National Advisory Council
on Rural Health and Human Services, which advises the Secretary of Health and Human Services.

Beth A. Garvy – Dr. Beth A. Garvy is Chair of the Department of Microbiology, Immunology,

and Molecular Genetics and Professor in the University of Kentucky College of Medicine. Dr.
Garvy has been a faculty member at Kentucky for more than 18 years and chair since 2011. She
earned her B.A. in Biology and Science Education at the University of South Florida and taught
junior high science before returning to graduate school to receive her M.A. in Exercise Science
from Ohio State University and Ph.D. in Biochemistry and Exercise Physiology from Michigan
State University. Dr. Garvy researches the immune response to infections in the lungs with a
particular emphasis on post-natal development of immune function. She has been funded by the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) since 1998. Dr. Garvy was recently named Chair of the
Committee for Public Affairs for the American Association of Immunologists and a council member on the
Association of Medical School Microbiology and Immunology Chairs.

Nicole Thorne Jenkins – Dr. Nicole Thorne Jenkins is the Executive Associate Dean of the

Gatton College of Business and Economics and EY Research Fellow of the Von Allmen School
of Accountancy at the University of Kentucky. Dr. Jenkins completed her undergraduate studies
at Drexel University in Accounting and Finance and her doctoral studies at the University of
Iowa. Her current research focuses on financial reporting failures, share repurchases and the role
of social networks on performance outcomes. Dr. Jenkins has taught financial reporting in the
undergraduate, MBA and executive MBA programs and capital markets seminars in the Ph.D.
program. She is a Certified Public Accountant and spent several years in the audit department of
PriceWaterhouse LLP. She regularly consults and serves as an expert witness on topics related to
valuation and financial reporting.

John W. Scheib – Dr. John W. Scheib is Director of the School of Music and Professor of

Music Education in the College Fine Arts at the University of Kentucky. Dr. Scheib earned his
B.M. in Music Education from the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater and his M.M. in Music
Education and Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
His research interests include examining the multi-dimensional professional lives of artistteachers, their occupational identity and role expectation formation, and its association with
career (dis)satisfaction. Dr. Scheib has contributed more than 85 presentations, articles and book
chapters to the profession, with his research appearing in such notable refereed outlets as the
Journal of Research in Music Education, Update: Applications of Research in Music Education, and Journal
of Music Teacher Education, among others. He has served on editorial boards for the Music Educators Journal and Journal
of Music Teacher Education, and maintains an active schedule as a consultant and visiting evaluator for the National
Association of Schools of Music. In 2013, Dr. Scheib was named the Outstanding Collegiate Administrator of the
Year by the Indiana Music Educators Association.
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Andrea Beauchamp Carroll – Andrea Beauchamp Carroll is the Interim Associate Dean for

Student and Academic Affairs and the Donna W. Lee Professor of Family Law at the LSU Law
Center. Before joining the LSU faculty, Carroll clerked for the honorable W. Eugene Davis of the
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. She subsequently worked as an associate at
the Dallas law firm of Baker Botts, L.L.P., handling appellate litigation. In 2003, Carroll joined the
LSU Law Center, where she has been teaching and writing about family law, community property
and property for the past 11 years. She is the author of more than a dozen books and articles in
her field, and has recently been published in the Indiana, Tulane, Brooklyn, and Cardozo law
reviews. Carroll’s Tulane article on civil law property was honored at the 2005 Stanford-Yale
Junior Faculty Forum. Carroll is also active in law reform in Louisiana, serving as a member of the Council of the
Louisiana State Law Institute and the Institute’s Persons, Children’s Code, and Adult Guardianship Committees. She
led the comprehensive revision of Louisiana’s community property law in the area of reimbursement rights in 2009,
the first substantial revision of Louisiana’s community property rules since 1979. Carroll also led a successful reform
of Louisiana’s child relocation rules in 2010. As reporter of the Law Institute’s Marriage and Persons Committee, she
continues to work to improve the law related to marriage and family.

Richard L. Kurtz – Dr. Richard L. Kurtz is Associate Dean of the College of Science and

Professor at Louisiana State University. Dr. Kurtz earned his Ph.D. in Applied Physics at Yale
University in 1983, when he started work with the National Bureau of Standards as a National
Research Council postdoctoral scholar. In 1992, he joined the faculty of the Department of
Physics and Astronomy at LSU as an associate professor and was promoted to full professor in
1997. Since then, Dr. Kurtz has held several administrative positions at LSU. In 2000, he became
Interim Associate Vice Chancellor in the Office of Research and Graduate Studies. During that
time, he established joint research efforts in materials science and engineering with Southern
University and the University of New Orleans. In 2008, Dr. Kurtz joined the College of Science
as Associate Dean for Research and continues to serve in that role today. In this position, he supports the development
of research funding, facility management, as well as building construction and renovations. Dr. Kurtz has also assumed
the position of Interim Director of the Center for Advanced Microstructures and Devices, LSU’s synchrotron light
source, working to upgrade the accelerator and expand on beamlines and research capabilities.

Mandi J. Lopez – Dr. Mandi J. Lopez is Director of the Laboratory for Equine and Comparative

Orthopedic Research and Professor in the School of Veterinary Medicine at Louisiana State
University. Dr. Lopez earned her B.S. from Humboldt State University, DVM from the
University of California, Davis, and M.S. and Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin. She joined
the LSU faculty in January 2004 to design, implement and direct a multi-faceted orthopedic
research program within the School of Veterinary Medicine, the Laboratory for Equine and
Comparative Orthopedic Research. As laboratory director, Dr. Lopez has mentored numerous
undergraduate, graduate and medical students. She has more than 75 original scientific
publications and has shared research findings through hundreds of presentations in numerous
public venues. As an exceptionally collaborative scientist, Dr. Lopez has worked with hundreds of colleagues across
the nation and globe. Her commitment to her professional and local community is evident from participation in, and
leadership of, numerous departmental, school, university and national committees. Dr. Lopez is an associate editor
of a national scientific journal as well as a member of many public and private grant review boards. She has been an
active member of the LSU faculty senate for nearly a decade and also serves on the faculty senate executive committee.
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Andrea Miller – Dr. Andrea Miller is Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies and

Administration and Professor in the Manship School of Mass Communication at Louisiana State
University. Dr. Miller is also Chair of the Manship Scholarship, Curriculum and Assessment
Committees. She earned her B.S. from Texas A&M University, master’s degree from Texas
Christian University and Ph.D. from the University of Missouri. A Board Member of the
Louisiana Association of Broadcasters, Dr. Miller was a Scripps-Howard Leadership Academy
Participant in 2008 and has been the Electronic News book editor since 2011. She teaches courses
in crisis communication, broadcast and multi-media journalism. Before moving into academia,
Dr. Miller was an award-winning television news producer for a decade at numerous stations in
Texas. While serving a station in Dallas, she developed an interest in breaking news and crisis coverage that has now
translated into an academic research stream. Besides numerous articles, Dr. Miller is the co-author/editor of two
books. Oil & Water (2014) addresses all aspects of the media experiences of the dual disasters to hit the Gulf Coast –
Hurricane Katrina and the BP Oil Disaster. News Evolution or Revolution? (2014) explores the future of the newspaper
industry using the New Orleans Times-Picayune as a microcosm of the industry. A third book by LSU Press (manuscript
due January 2017) will be a series of crisis case studies that explore the crisis communication of both public relations
practitioners and journalists.

University of Mississippi
John M. Bruce – Dr. John M. Bruce is Chair of the Department of Political Science at the

University of Mississippi. Dr. Bruce earned his B.S. in Political Science from Texas A&M University
and M.A. and Ph.D. in Political Science from Ohio State University. He spent two years working
at the Harvard Data Center before becoming an assistant professor at Georgetown University in
1993. Dr. Bruce joined the Ole Miss faculty in 1996 and during his time in the Department of
Political Science, he has served as Director of the Social Science Research Laboratory and Director
of Graduate Studies before assuming his current role as Department Chair in January 2012. Dr.
Bruce’s research interests are in American politics, mostly in the realm of political parties and mass
political behavior. His recent research has been focused on how the level of long-term partisan
competition in a state influences politicians and voters. Bruce’s work has been published in the American Political Science
Review, the American Journal of Political Science, and Political Research Quarterly.

Daphne S. Cain – Dr. Daphne S. Cain is Chair of the Department of Social Work in the School

of Applied Sciences at the University of Mississippi. Dr. Cain earned her B.A. in Psychology
from North Carolina State University, M.S.W. from East Carolina University and Ph.D. in Social
Work from the University of Tennessee. Prior to joining the Ole Miss faculty, she held various
roles, including Interim Dean of the School of Social Work at Louisiana State University. Dr.
Cain’s research interests include child welfare, disaster mental health, and religion and spirituality
and social work practice. Dr. Cain is the Principal Investigator for the University of Mississippi
Child Welfare Training Academy. Since 2014, she has secured and administered more than $7
million in efforts to train more than 1,000 child welfare social workers across Mississippi. The
training academy has generated a research unit that investigates knowledge translation and sustainability in child
welfare. Dr. Cain has published more than 20 refereed articles and has given more than 30 national and international
presentations.
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Jack Wade Nowlin – Dr. Jack Wade Nowlin is Senior Associate Dean, Professor of Law and the

Jessie D. Puckett, Jr., Lecturer at the University of Mississippi School of Law. Nowlin earned his
J.D. from the University of Texas and Ph.D. in Politics from Princeton University. His primary
administrative responsibilities are faculty development, strategic planning, law school reports and
special projects. Dr. Nowlin also directs the faculty workshop program and supervises
communications. He has taught a variety of courses, including constitutional law, criminal
procedure, criminal law, jurisprudence and academic legal writing. For more than a decade, Dr.
Nowlin served as a faculty member of the National Judicial College and taught Fourth Amendment
law to trial and appellate judges. He is the author of more than 30 articles, book chapters and book
reviews. Dr. Nowlin’s major research interests concern judicial power, interpretive theory and constitutional structure.
His service activities include advising the Mississippi Law Journal and working with students who are writing articles for
publication in the journal and elsewhere. Dr. Nowlin became Associate Dean for Faculty Development in the fall of
2012 and Senior Associate Dean in the summer of 2015.

Cristiane Queiroz Surbeck – Dr. Cristiane Queiroz Surbeck is Associate Dean of the School of

Engineering and Associate Professor of Civil Engineering at the University of Mississippi. Dr.
Surbeck has worked in environmental engineering, consulting on projects throughout the U.S. and
abroad. Her consulting work included soil and groundwater remediation at hazardous waste sites,
environmental due diligence for manufacturing facilities, and stormwater monitoring programs. Dr.
Surbeck moved on to a career in academia to pursue her passion for educating future professionals.
Her work in academia has included sustainability evaluations of water bodies, pollutant transport
in surface waters and service-learning in engineering education. In August 2015, Dr. Surbeck was
elected to the Governing Board of the Environmental and Water Resources Institute of the
American Society of Civil Engineers. This position is a four-year commitment with one year each as vice president,
president-elect, president, and past president. In this role, Dr. Surbeck has facilitated inclusion of new members,
dissemination of environmental and water resources information, and setting priorities for the institute’s activities.

Mississippi State University
Angi Elsea Bourgeois – Dr. Angi Elsea Bourgeois is Head of the Department of Art and

Professor at Mississippi State University. Dr. Bourgeois earned her Ph.D. in Italian Renaissance
Art History from Emory University. She has been involved in several university–level service and
leadership roles, such as serving three years as Chair of the University Committee on Courses and
Curricula, Co-Chair of the MSU QEP Topic Selection Task Force and Coordinator of the College
Ready Program. As a result of these leadership experiences, Dr. Bourgeois has participated in
several professional development workshops, both at Mississippi State and through professional
organizations related to her field, including the National Council of Arts Administrators and
National Association of Schools of Art and Design. Dr. Bourgeois also serves her discipline as
Secretary of the Italian Arts Society, an international scholarly organization that supports research in all aspects of art
produced in Italy from antiquity to today, and as a member of the Program Committee for the Renaissance Society
of America, the largest international learned society devoted to the study of the era 1300-1700.

Teresa Jayroe – Dr. Teresa Jayroe is Associate Dean of the College of Education at Mississippi

State University. Dr. Jayroe earned her Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction from Mississippi State
in 1999. She served as Director of the Elementary/Middle Level Methods Block in the Department
of Curriculum, Instruction and Special Education for eight years and taught a number of
undergraduate and graduate courses. Dr. Jayroe also served as Director of the Office of
Clinical/Field-Based Instruction and Licensure within the College of Education for four years. Dr.
Jayroe’s research focuses on literacy, recruiting and retaining quality teachers through alternative
programs, the results of tutoring and enrichment in afterschool and summer programs on academic
achievement, and the impact of professional development on student learning. She serves as
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Principal Investigator and Co-Principal Investigator on a number of research grants, including the Teacher Educators
for Rural Middle Schools grant, which is funded through the U.S. Department of Education. Dr. Jayroe has received
a number of recognitions for her work, including being named one of the 2008 Dynamic Women of Mississippi, and
the Alpha Kappa Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma Woman of Distinction in 2009, the College of Education Faculty
Research Award in 2010, and the Clyde Muse Service Award in 2007.

Melissa Moore – Dr. Melissa Moore is Head of the Department of Marketing, Quantitative

Analysis and Business Law and Professor at Mississippi State University. Dr. Moore’s research,
teaching and business background have yielded more than 40 academic presentations and 20-plus
journal articles. She has been Co-Principle Investigator on international and regional grants
totaling more than $3 million. Dr. Moore’s current project (along with six colleagues) involves a
$275,000 grant from the Small Business Administration to house a veteran’s business outreach
center. She is also involved with MSU’s entrepreneurship center and sits on the advisory board.
Dr. Moore’s enthusiasm for teaching, research and service has yielded several honors—most
recently the 2016 Kathy M. St. John Fellowship and the 2015 Centennial Fellowship—including
being named the 2010 MSU Outstanding Faculty Women by the President’s Commission on the Status of Women
and the 2005 John Grisham Master Teacher (MSU’s highest teaching honor). She is a member of the American
Marketing Association, Society for Marketing Advances, Academy of Marketing Science, and the Marketing
Management Association, having previously served as President, Program-Chair, and Vice President of Marketing for
the latter.

Scott T. Willard – Dr. Scott T. Willard is Associate Dean of the College of Agriculture and Life

Sciences at Mississippi State University. Dr. Willard joined the Mississippi State faculty in 1999
as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Animal and Dairy Sciences. He has 25 years of
teaching and research experience in reproductive and environmental physiology, among other
areas, and works with both domestic and non-domestic species. Dr. Willard also co-directs the
“Biophotonics Initiative” on the Mississippi State campus which investigates and develops new
methods for the real-time monitoring of cellular and molecular mechanisms in livestock systems.
Dr. Willard’s work also includes assisting reproduction and conservation efforts related to
endangered amphibian species funded by three consecutive National Leadership Grants. He is
author or co-author of more than 95 peer-reviewed scientific publications and has published numerous abstracts,
extension and popular press publications in areas ranging from applied animal production and stress physiology, to
the real-time monitoring of gene expression in living cells.

University of Missouri
Judith Goodman – Dr. Judith Goodman is Interim Associate Dean of Research in the School

of Health Professions and Chair of the Department of Communication Science and Disorders at
the University of Missouri. Dr. Goodman received her Ph.D. in Psychology from the University
of Chicago. In her role as Interim Associate Dean, Dr. Goodman is responsible for enhancing
the research mission of the school through faculty development programs and oversight of
grantsmanship. As Department Chair, she has overseen a period of rapid growth in the number
of students, faculty and clients in the department-run clinic and preschool. Dr. Goodman’s
research concerns language acquisition in young children with an emphasis on cognitive factors
affecting vocabulary learning and on the nature of the language input that infants, toddlers and
preschoolers hear. She teaches foundational and writing intensive courses and has won several awards for her teaching
and research mentoring, including the Gold Chalk Award for Excellence in Teaching from the Graduate Professional
Council, Outstanding Undergraduate Research Mentor Award from the Office of Research, and Writing Intensive
Teaching Excellence Award.
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Sheila Grant – Dr. Sheila Grant is Associate Dean of Research and Professor of Bioengineering

in the College of Engineering at the University of Missouri. Dr. Grant received her Ph.D. in
Materials Engineering from Iowa State University. She joined the Missouri faculty in 2001and
has previously served as Director of Graduate Studies for the Department of Bioengineering and
Co-Associate Director of the Center for Nano/Micro Systems and Nanotechnology. Dr. Grant’s
research interests include the development of nanostructured biocomposites and 3D printing for
enhanced tissue integration for soft tissue repair and replacement. Additionally, her research
involves utilizing new advances in nanotechnology to develop novel sensing mechanisms and
sensing platforms. Dr. Grant has been supported by the National Science Foundation, National
Institutes of Health, U.S. Army Research Laboratory and U.S. Department of Agriculture, as well as private
companies. She has given more than 100 talks and invited presentations and has published more than 100 journal
articles and proceedings. Dr. Grant has filed 13 patents with two licensing agreements and she is the founder of two
start-up companies.

John Lannin – Dr. John Lannin is Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and Professor of

Mathematics in the College of Education at the University of Missouri. Dr. Lannin earned his
Ph.D. in Mathematics Education from Illinois State University. In his role as Associate Dean of
Academic Affairs, he oversee the undergraduate and graduate programs in the College of
Education. Dr. Lannin previously served as Chair of the Department of Learning, Teaching and
Curriculum for four years. Dr. Lannin’s research focuses on the development of mathematics
teacher knowledge and on instructional strategies that can assist students who have learning
difficulties in the mathematics classroom. Prior to earning his Ph.D., he taught middle and high
school mathematics for ten years in Nebraska, including experiences in rural and urban settings.

Earnest L. Perry, Jr. – Dr. Earnest L. Perry, Jr., is Associate Dean for Graduate Studies in the

School of Journalism at the University of Missouri. Dr. Perry previously served as Chair of
Journalism Studies from 2005-2011, and again during the 2013-14 academic year. He teaches
journalism history at the undergraduate and graduate levels and is the lead instructor of the cross
cultural journalism course. Dr. Perry has also served as a consultant to universities and news outlets
on issues related to diversity and inclusion. Dr. Perry’s research interests center on African
American press history, specifically the Black Press during the first part of the 20th Century. He
has published articles on history and media management in several journals, including American
Journalism, Journalism History, and Journalism and Mass Communication Quarterly. Dr. Perry has also done
research on the media’s role in serving underrepresented groups and the lack of ethnic minority journalists in the
mainstream media. Dr. Perry worked for nearly ten years as a journalist for newspapers in Illinois, Connecticut and
Texas.

University of South Carolina
Susan Kuo – Susan Kuo is Associate Dean for Diversity and Inclusion and Professor in the

School of Law at the University of South Carolina. Before entering academia, Kuo was a Special
Assistant United States Attorney with the United States Attorney’s Office in Atlanta. She also
completed two federal judicial clerkships, one with the Honorable Judge Eugene E. Siler, Jr., of
the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit and the other with the Honorable Judge
Robert H. Hall of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Georgia. Kuo
specializes in disaster law and has been published in several journals, including the Boston College
Law Review, Washington University Law Review, Indiana Law Journal, and U.C. Davis Law Review. Her
courses include criminal law, criminal procedure, federal courts, conflict of laws, civil procedure,
and seminars on race and social justice. In 2014, Kuo received the university’s highest award for graduate teaching,
the university’s social justice award and law school awards for Outstanding Faculty Publication and Best Classroom
12

Teacher. In 2013, she was included in a study of “Best Law Teachers,” along with 25 other law professors nationwide.
The results of this study appear in the book, What the Best Law Teachers Do, published by the Harvard University Press.

Nina Levine – Dr. Nina Levine is Chair of the English Department and Professor at the

University of South Carolina. Dr. Levine has served extensively in key administrative positions
within the department as Undergraduate Director, Associate Chair, and now Chair, overseeing
more than 60 tenured and tenure-track faculty, ten instructors, along with staff and adjuncts.
She has served on numerous college and university committees, including the First Year Reading
Experience Selection Committee, and is active professionally with the Shakespeare Association
and the Folger Institute, the latter in the capacity of university representative to the consortium
of universities affiliated with programming at the Folger Shakespeare Library. Dr. Levine’s work
on Shakespeare and his contemporaries has appeared in major academic journals, including
Shakespeare Quarterly, Renaissance Drama, and Shakespeare Studies. She is the author of two monographs, Women’s Matters:
Politics, Gender, and Nation in Shakespeare’s Early History Plays and Practicing the City: Early Modern London on Stage. Dr.
Levine’s teaching has been recognized by numerous awards at the department and university levels, including the
undergraduate Mungo J. Mungo Award, the Mortar Board, and the Ada B. Thomas Advising Award.

DeAnne K. Hilfinger Messias – Dr. DeAnne K. Hilfinger Messias is Director of the Ph.D.

Program in the College of Nursing and Professor at the University of South Carolina. Dr. Messias
earned her B.S. in Nursing from the University of Arizona, M.S. in Community Health Nursing
from Indiana Wesleyan University and Ph.D. in Nursing from the University of California in San
Francisco. She has previous clinical administrative leadership experiences in Brazil, including
Director of Community Health Programs and Coordinator of Nursing Services at Fundação
Esperança. Prior U.S. academic leadership positions include Director of Graduate Studies in
Nursing at Indiana Wesleyan University and Graduate Director of the University of South Carolina
Women’s and Gender Studies Program. Dr. Messias’ research focuses on immigrant women’s
health and access to care. Elected to the American Academy of Nursing in 2008, she currently Chairs the academy’s
Global Nursing and Health Expert Panel. Dr. Messias is a member of the editorial boards of Aquichán, Family and
Community Health, the Journal of Transcultural Nursing, and the Journal of Public Health Management and Practice. She served
on the board of the South Carolina Hispanic/Latino Health Coalition from 2000-2015.

Marco Valtorta – Dr. Marco Valtorta is Chair of the Faculty Senate and Professor of Computer

Science and Engineering at the University of South Carolina. Dr. Valtorta earned his Laurea Degree
in Electrical Engineering from the Politecnico di Milano in Milan, Italy, and his M.A. and Ph.D. in
Computer Science from Duke University. His research interests are in artificial intelligence. Dr.
Valtorta’s first research result, known as “Valtorta’s theorem” in 1980, was described in 2011 as
“seminal” and “an important theoretical limit of usefulness” for heuristics computed by problem
relaxation. Most of his later research has been in the area of uncertainty in artificial intelligence. Dr.
Valtorta’s applied work includes the construction of Bayesian networks and influence diagrams in
medicine, agriculture, computer security and information analysis. He has approximately 70 peer‐
reviewed publications in journals, such as Artificial Intelligence, the International Journal of Approximate Reasoning, and the
Association for Computing Machinery Journal of Data and Information Quality, among others. Dr. Valtorta was elected Chair
of the Faculty Senate in April 2016 and his first term will be the 2016-17 academic year.
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University of Tennessee
Suzie Allard – Dr. Suzie Allard is Associate Dean for Research in the College of Communication

and Information and Professor in the School of Information Sciences at the University of
Tennessee. Dr. Allard is also Director of the Center for Information and Communication Studies
which supports the research lifecycle of faculty with externally funded research and also facilitates
research relationships with Oak Ridge National Laboratory and Y12 National Security Complex.
Her research focuses on how scientists and engineers use and communicate information,
particularly in the virtual environment and across distributed work teams. Current projects center
on science data curation, interdisciplinary scientific work teams (particularly in terms of data
sharing) and science information cybersecurity. Dr. Allard is Principle Investigator or CoPrinciple Investigator on grants funded by the National Science Foundation, the Institute of Museum and Libraries
Services and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, among others. Dr. Allard has published numerous papers and book
chapters focused on data curation, data science, trust in online scholarly resources and research evaluation. She
received her B.S. in Economics from California State University at Northridge, and her M.S. in Library and
Information Sciences and Ph.D. in Communication from the University of Kentucky. Before her career in academia,
Dr. Allard was Vice President of Research Frontiers Corporation which provides creative consultation services to the
entertainment industry.

Charles Collins – Dr. Charles Collins serves as Associate Dean for Academic Programs and

Professor in the Department of Mathematics at the University of Tennessee. Dr. Collins received
the bachelor’s degree in Mathematics from Texas A&M University in 1984 and his doctorate in
Mathematics from the University of Minnesota in 1990. His research interests are in the general
area of applied mathematics, with a focus on computational methods and mathematical modeling.
Dr. Collins’ work has been funded mostly by the National Science Foundation. His most recent
work has been on modeling the life dynamics and movement of feral hog populations to help
understand how better to minimize their environmental impact and limit their spread of diseases.
Dr. Collins frequently presents his work at conferences and invited lectures. He is author or coauthor of numerous publications which have appeared in the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics Journal of
Numerical Analysis, Journal of Applied Mathematics, and Natural Resource Modeling, among others. Dr. Collins has been the
recipient of his department’s Award for Best Teaching at the Doctoral Level on three occasions and has received two
college-wide awards, one for teaching excellence and another for advising excellence. .

Beauvais Lyons – Beauvais Lyons is President-Elect of the University of Tennessee Faculty

Senate. Lyons is also a Chancellor’s Professor in the School of Art. He received his B.F.A. from
the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1980 and M.F.A. from Arizona State University in 1983.
Lyons has taught printmaking at Tennessee since 1985. His one-person exhibitions have been
presented in more than 80 museums and galleries in the U.S. and abroad. Lyons’ prints are in
numerous public collections, including the Smithsonian Museum of American Art, Washington,
D.C.; The Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, N.Y.; and the Philadelphia Museum
of Art. He received a Fulbright Fellowship to teach at the Fine Arts Academy in Poznañ, Poland,
in 2002. Lyons has published articles on his work and issues related to academic freedom in
Archaeology, The Chronicle of Higher Education, and The Art Journal, among others. He has organized five national and
international printmaking conferences and has been involved in numerous forms of university and professional
service. Lyons served as Faculty Senate President from 2003-04, and helped guide a new faculty handbook through
ratification.
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Matthew M. Mench – Dr. Matthew M. Mench is Head of the Department of Mechanical,

Aerospace and Biomedical Engineering at the University of Tennessee. Dr. Mench is also
Professor and Condra Chair of Excellence in Mechanical Engineering, with joint appointments at
Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) and in Chemical Engineering. He has published more
than 100 peer-reviewed publications, numerous book chapters, has multiple patents granted,
licensed, or under review, and authored the textbook Fuel Cell Engines. Dr. Mench was selected by
Thomson Reuters as a Highly Cited Researchers (HCR) for 2014 in the category of engineering.
This distinction is based on the greatest numbers of publications officially designated by Essential
Science Indicators as Highly Cited Papers—ranking among the top percent most cited for their
subject field and year of publication for the decade previous to selection. Dr. Mench is an American Society of
Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Fellow and has been elected to serve on the Department Heads Executive Committee
of the ASME. He has also served as the Executive Vice President of the International Association for Hydrogen
Energy. Dr. Mench is an Associate Editor Emeritus for the International Journal of Hydrogen Energy and is currently an
Assistant Editor with the ASME’s Journal of Electrochemical Energy Conversion and Storage.

Texas A&M University
David M. Cairns – Dr. David M. Cairns is Head of the Department of Geography at Texas

A&M University. Dr. Cairns earned his B.A. in Genetics from the University of California at
Berkeley, M.S. in Geography from the University of Florida and Ph.D. in Geography from the
University of Iowa. His research and teaching interests are in physical geography and
biogeography. Dr. Cairns has done research in coastal, mountain and Arctic environments,
investigating vegetation response to climate change. He has conducted research in Denmark,
Sweden, Alaska, Montana and Texas. Dr. Cairns serves on the board of directors for the Arctic
Research Consortium of the United States and is a member of the Science Technical Advisory
Panel for the North Slope Science Initiative. He is also active in the American Association of
Geographers and the American Geophysical Union. Dr. Cairns has held leadership posts in specialty and focus groups
of both organizations.

Cecilia H. Giusti – Dr. Cecilia H. Giusti is Associate Dean for Outreach and Diversity in the

College of Architecture at Texas A&M University, where she is also Associate Professor in the
Department of Landscape Architecture and Urban Planning. Dr. Giusti earned her bachelor’s and
professional degrees from the Catholic University in Lima, Peru, M.A. from the Institute of Social
Studies in The Hague, Netherlands, and Ph.D. from the University of Texas at Austin. Her
research on economic development and planning has a multidisciplinary focus on economic issues
like micro-lending, social and political participation, and poverty and equity. Dr. Giusti’s study of
Latinos and Hispanics in the U.S. and their social and economic opportunities is a significant
emphasis in her research agenda, and she has published and presented her findings at different
national and international forums. Since her appointment as Associate Dean, Dr. Giusti has developed policies and
programs that advance a climate of inclusion and diversity in the college that focuses on faculty, students and staff.
She has led outreach efforts with the Brazos Valley African American Museum, “Dialogos” to engage research with
Latino communities, and Diversity Hackathons to engage students and communities on advancing an inclusive urban
agenda. Dr. Giusti teaches courses on economic development and planning both at the graduate and undergraduate
levels.
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Mark B. Houston – Dr. Mark B. Houston is Head of the Marketing Department, Professor of

Marketing and Foreman R. and Ruby S. Bennett Chair in Business Administration at Texas A&M
University. Dr. Houston earned his B.S. from Southwest Baptist University, MBA from the
University of Missouri and Ph.D. from Arizona State University. He is also affiliated with Arizona
State University’s Center for Services Leadership and the University of Münster in Germany. Dr.
Houston’s research on channels, movies and innovation strategy has been published in Marketing
Science, Journal of Marketing and Journal of Marketing Research, among others. He is Associate Editor of
the Journal of Service Research and the Journal of the Academy of Marketing Science, and a member of the
editorial review board of the Journal of Marketing. Dr. Houston has served as President of the
American Marketing Association’s (AMA) Academic Council (2012-2013), and has Co-Chaired the AMA Summer
Educators’ Conference (2005) and the AMA/Sheth Foundation Doctoral Consortium (2010). He has received
teaching awards at the national (Academy of Marketing Science), university (University of Missouri), and college levels
(TCU’s Neeley School of Business; Saint Louis University’s Cook School of Business). Dr. Houston has conducted
research, consulting, and/or executive education activities with many firms, including AT&T, Caterpillar, Dell and
IBM.

Antonietta Quigg – Dr. Antonietta Quigg is Associate Vice President for Research and

Graduate Studies and Professor of Marine Biology at Texas A&M University in Galveston. Dr.
Quigg is also Professor of Oceanography in the College of Geosciences at the College Station
campus. She earned her B.S. in Biological Sciences from La Trobe University and Ph.D. in
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology from Monash University, both in Australia. Dr. Quigg’s
current research focus is on the aggregation and degradation of dispersants and oil by microbial
exopolymers, as well as defining appropriate freshwater inflows for bays and estuaries in Texas.
Her research areas span basic and applied fields, most often a mix of ecology and chemistry. Dr.
Quigg has co-authored numerous research articles based on marine studies on five of the seven
continents and more than 130 days at sea. Dr. Quigg oversees the research and graduate studies activities on the
Galveston campus as well as the Sea Life Facility and Aquanautics. This includes enhancing experience for faculty,
staff and students in all aspects of their research and scholarship. Dr. Quigg has served on various multidisciplinary
science teams to advise state management and policy, and continues to be an advocate for science and the
environment.

Vanderbilt University
Geoffrey M. Fleming – Dr. Geoffrey M. Fleming is Chair-Elect of the Faculty Senate at

Vanderbilt University. Dr. Fleming will serve his term during the 2017-18 academic year. He is also
a Pediatric Intensive Care Unit Physician in the Department of Pediatrics. Dr. Fleming earned his
B.S. in Neurobiological Science at the University of Florida and M.D. from the University of
Virginia School of Medicine. He has served as Director for the Graduate Training Program in
Pediatric Critical Care Medicine since 2009 and has been extensively involved in both
undergraduate and graduate medical education. Dr. Fleming’s scholarly pursuits have included both
education and biomedical science, and he is an invited lecturer at both national and international
meetings. In addition to numerous Vanderbilt committee roles, Dr. Fleming has chaired multiple
committees for national professional organizations. In his first year on the faculty senate at Vanderbilt, he has been
extensively involved in re-writing the faculty manual as well as serving on multiple committees as an ad hoc
representative of the faculty senate.
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Leslie Welch Hopkins – Dr. Leslie Welch Hopkins is Assistant Professor in the School of

Nursing and Adult Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioner Specialty Director at Vanderbilt
University. Dr. Hopkins earned her B.S. in Pre-Nursing from Lipscomb University, M.S. in
Nursing from Vanderbilt and Doctor of Nursing Practice at Duke University. She is board certified
as both an adult and family nurse practitioner specializing in adult primary care. Dr. Hopkins has
been teaching and practicing at Vanderbilt since 1994, and she works closely with her faculty to
consistently enhance the specialty to ensure it meets the needs of today’s health care environment.
Dr. Hopkin’s practice experience ranges from a rural family in northwest Tennessee to an urban,
nurse managed, and indigent care clinic to a private internal medicine group practice. She is
currently part of the inter-professional team at the Vanderbilt Medical Group Urgent Care clinics in Williamson
County, TN.
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