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2015 Southeastern Conference MBA Case Competition Set For April 9-11 

April 1, 2015  

The Southeastern Conference is fiercely competitive on the field and in the classroom. On April 9–11, it will 

host its third annual SEC MBA Case Competition at the Darla Moore School of Business at the University of 

South Carolina. 

Four-member MBA student teams from each of the 14 SEC universities will analyze information about a 

current, real-world problem facing a company and present their strategy for addressing it before a panel of 

judges. This year’s case will tackle a strategic sustainability issue facing a mining company in Africa. 

The 14 teams will be divided into four divisions on Friday, April 10, prior to the Saturday competition. Teams 

will develop their strategies on Friday and compete in divisional rounds Saturday morning. Four divisional 

winners will be chosen to compete in the final round. 

Information about the SEC MBA Case Competition, including the schedule, is available on the Moore School’s 

website. Results from divisional and final competitions will be posted at noon and 5:30 p.m., respectively, on 

Saturday, April 11. Teams, details on the case, judges and photos will be available on the website Monday, 

April 13. 

The SEC MBA Case Competition is part of SECU, the academic initiative of the Southeastern Conference. 

Previous competitions were held at the University of Missouri (2013) and University of Alabama (2014). The 

University of Florida won the 2013 and 2014 competitions. 

For more information, contact Peggy Binette in UofSC media relations at peggy@mailbox.sc.edu or 803-777-

7704 or the university news contact at the SEC university nearest you. 

http://today.tamu.edu/2015/04/01/2015-southeastern-conference-mba-case-competition-set-for-april-9-11/  
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Third SEC MBA Case Competition To Be Held At South Carolina 

 

April 2, 2015  

The University of South Carolina’s Darla Moore School of Business will host the 2015 SEC MBA Case 

Competition, April 9-11, in Columbia. In its third year, the competition brings together teams of four MBA 

students from every SEC university to solve a simulated, real-world issue that covers the spectrum of business 

disciplines. 

“The Darla Moore School of Business is honored to be hosting the SEC MBA Case Competition this year,” said 

Dr. Peter Brews, Dean of the Darla Moore School of Business. “Case competitions provide students an 

opportunity to hone their business skills in settings as close to real life as an academic endeavor can be, and 

that the SEC contributes in this way emphasizes the Conference’s commitment to academic excellence at all 

its member universities.” 

The 14 teams will be divided into four divisions, and will have 24 hours to develop a solution to an issue facing 

a mining company in Africa and prepare a presentation explaining their approach. Teams will present their 

solutions to a panel of judges in the divisional round and the four best presentations will advance to the final 

round on Saturday afternoon. This year’s case topic is in the area of sustainability.  

 “Students work very hard, pulling an all-nighter, to go through what is typically a very broad case to come up 

with creative solutions,” said Jason Rife, Associate Director of MBA Services for the Hough Graduate School of 

Business at the University of Florida. 

Awards will be given for first, second, third and fourth place finishers, including the case competition’s 

traveling trophy to the winning team. Additional awards will be presented to individuals in each division for 

categories such as Best Q&A and Best Presentation. The University of Florida won the 2013 competition at the 

University of Missouri and the 2014 event at the University of Alabama.  

 The SEC MBA Case Competition is part of SECU, the Southeastern Conference’s academic initiative. SECU 

provides support for the academic endeavors and achievements of students and faculty at the Conference’s 

14 member institutions.  

 Follow SECU on Twitter (@TheSECU) for live updates throughout the 2015 SEC MBA Case Competition. 

http://thesecu.com/third-sec-mba-case-competition-to-be-held-at-south-carolina.php  

http://thesecu.com/third-sec-mba-case-competition-to-be-held-at-south-carolina.php
http://thesecu.com/third-sec-mba-case-competition-to-be-held-at-south-carolina.php
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UK, Gatton Students in Major Entrepreneurial Competitions 

April 7, 2015  

LEXINGTON, Ky. (April 8, 2015) — Students from the University of Kentucky’s MBA and undergraduate 

programs will be competing in several major intercollegiate entrepreneurial and business plan competitions 

over the next few weeks./ 

·         A team of Gatton College MBA students is traveling to the University of South Carolina for the 2015 SEC 

MBA Case Competition taking place April 9-11. 

·         Another team of Gatton MBA students is competing in the third annual Alltech Innovation Competition 

April 11 at the Newtown Campus of Bluegrass Community and Technical College. 

·         Four graduate and undergraduate student teams will represent UK in the statewide Idea State U 

Competition April 25 at the Lexington Center. 

·         A UK MBA team has been invited to compete in the Global Venture Labs Investment Competition May 8-

9 at the University of Texas in Austin. This premier worldwide competition is often referred to as the Super 

Bowl of Investment Competitions. 

About the Student Teams 

UK’s “SEC Team” — James Davey, Jordan McMurtrey, Luke Williams and Lauren Scanlon — will compete 

against teams from each of the 14 Southeastern Conference universities. Each team will analyze information 

about a current, real-world problem facing a company and present their strategy for addressing it before a 

panel of judges. This year’s case will tackle a strategic sustainability issue facing a global mining company. 

The “Red Natural” team of four MBA students — Joanna Foresman, Andrew Wachs, Jeremy Madigan, and 

Qianwen Zhao — developed a business plan for a natural source of red food dye based on research by Seth 

DeBolt in UK’s College of Agriculture, Food and Environment. This team recently competed in the Georgia 

Bowl business plan competition hosted by Georgia Tech and was recognized for having the best long-term 

business potential. “Red Natural” will be competing in the Alltech, Idea State U, and Global Venture Labs 

competitions. 

The “AIRboost” team of three MBA students — William Walker, Kyle Hogue, and Bryan O’Neill — developed a 

business plan for a mining safety product based on research by Andrzej Wala and Todor Petrov in UK’s College 

of Engineering. This team recently competed in the Cardinal Challenge business plan competition and placed 

second in the fast-pitch competition. “AIRboost” will be competing in the statewide Idea State U competition. 

UK College of Design graduate student Mark Manzcyk has developed a business model for “re.3” which will 

produce sustainable consumer accessories, like sunglasses, with an end of use program, which offers 

customers incentives to recycle old products. “re.3” won UK’s internal student Venture Challenge competition 

and will be competing at Idea State U. 

The “FinanceU” team of two Gatton undergraduate students — Michael Lewis and T.J. Barnett — created an 

innovative, community-based platform that empowers students to build their own scholarship through 
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crowdfunding. This team recently placed third in both the UK Venture Challenge and the statewide regional 

competitions. “FinanceU” will be competing at Idea State U. 

About the Gatton Programs 

The Gatton College of Business and Economics provides academic and experiential learning opportunities for 

both graduate and undergraduate students interested in entrepreneurship. Three of the teams participated in 

a new MBA elective focused on technology commercialization where student teams developed business plans 

based on UK intellectual property or business concepts from program sponsors. 

“We are really looking forward to the SEC competition and feel like our students are ready for the challenge,” 

said Harvie Wilkinson, director of Gatton's MBA Programs. 

“We are very proud of these students,” said Dean Harvey, executive director of the Von Allmen Center for 

Entrepreneurship within the Gatton College. “They have taken their business ideas beyond the classroom and 

are gaining invaluable experience in these competitions.” 

Advisors to the UK students include Wilkinson; Gordon Holbein, Gatton senior lecturer; Harvey; Mariam 

Gorjian, commercialization specialist, in the Von Allmen Center; Deb Weis, director of the Innovation Network 

for Entrepreneurial Thinking (iNET) in the College of Communication and Information; and, Warren Nash of 

the Lexington Office of the Kentucky Innovation Network, also part of the Gatton College. 

https://gatton.uky.edu/Content.php?PageName=NINewsStoryDetails&NewsID=740&section=3  
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2015 Southeastern Conference MBA Case Competition set for April 9 – 11  

April 8, 2015  

BATON ROUGE – The Southeastern Conference is fiercely competitive on the field and in the classroom, and 

April 9-11, the conference will host its third annual SEC MBA Case Competition at the Darla Moore School of 

Business at the University of South Carolina. 

Four-member MBA student teams from each of the 14 SEC universities will analyze information about a 

current, real-world problem facing a company and present their strategy for addressing it before a panel of 

judges. This year’s case will tackle a strategic sustainability issue facing a mining company in Africa. 

The 14 teams will be divided into four divisions on Friday, April 10, prior to the Saturday competition. Teams 

will develop their strategies on Friday and compete in divisional rounds Saturday morning. Four divisional 

winners will be chosen to compete in the final round.   

Information about the SEC MBA Case Competition, including the schedule, is available on the Moore School’s 

website. Results from divisional and final competitions will be posted at noon and 5:30 p.m., respectively, on 

Saturday, April 11. Teams, details on the case, judges and photos will be available on the website Monday, 

April 13. 

The SEC MBA Case Competition is part of SECU, the academic initiative of the Southeastern Conference. 

Previous competitions were held at the University of Missouri (2013) and University of Alabama (2014). The 

University of Florida won the 2013 and 2014 competitions. 

http://www.lsu.edu/ur/ocur/lsunews/MediaCenter/News/2015/04/item76047.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/ur/ocur/lsunews/MediaCenter/News/2015/04/item76047.html
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Florida Wins 2015 SEC MBA Case Competition 

 

April 11, 2015  

COLUMBIA, S.C. – The University of Florida took first place in the 2015 SEC MBA Case Competition held at the 

Darla Moore School of Business at the University of South Carolina on Saturday. The win is Florida’s third 

consecutive at the event. 

“It is a great honor to be part of Warrington’s MBA program and a relief to uphold the tradition of winning this 

competition,” said David Price, a member of Florida’s team.  

 The Florida team was comprised of Price, Henry Liu, Matt Lukas and Elizabeth Merrick. 

 The University of Kentucky finished second in the final round, followed by the University of South Carolina 

and Louisiana State University.  

 A team of four MBA students from every SEC university was presented a business case centered on the 

sustainability of an African mining company on Friday morning. The teams, who were separated into four 

divisions, proposed their solutions to a panel of business executives on Saturday morning in divisional rounds. 

The top four proposals moved on to the final round that determined the winner of the competition. 

 Other awards given during the divisional rounds included Best Presenter and Best Q&A.  

 Brock Lambert from the University of Tennessee, Michael Peter from the University of South Carolina, John 

Rogers Garrett from the University of Alabama and Clayton Williams from Vanderbilt University were awarded 

the Best Presenter Award for their respective divisions. 

 The Best Q&A Award, based on their division, was given to Elizabeth Bostwick from Texas A&M University, 

Brock Lambert from the University of Tennessee, Sayre Phinney from Louisiana State University and Lauren 

Scanlon from the University of Kentucky.  

“We were especially excited to have students focus on a case which challenged them to find a strategic 

solution to an endeavor which, framed in a global context, mirrors many of the challenges regional, national, 

and global organizations face today,” said Marcelo Frias, Managing Director of Full-Time MBA Programs at the 

https://news.warrington.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/2015-SEC-MBA-Case-Competition_CROP.jpg
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Moore School of Business. “Doing so within the context of sustainability also creates a perfect platform for 

these groups of MBA students to exercise their strategic problem solving skills.” 

The 2016 SEC MBA Case Competition will be held at the University of Arkansas. 

 A full list of winners from the 2015 SEC MBA Case Competition is below. 

 Final Team MBA Case Competition Results 

 First Place: University of Florida (Henry Liu, Matt Lukas, Elizabeth Merrick, David Price) 

 Second Place: University of Kentucky (James Davey, Jordan McMurtrey, Lauren Scanlon, Luke Williams) 

 Third Place: University of South Carolina (Autumn Maguire, Michael Peter, Talha Sheikh, Shawn Thuris) 

 Fourth Place: Louisiana State University (Parker Cramer, Steven Goyne, Sayre Phinney, Faisal Qayyum)   

 Best Presenter Award 

 Brock Lambert (University of Tennessee) 

 Michael Peter (University of South Carolina) 

 John Rogers Garrett (University of Alabama) 

 Clayton Williams (Vanderbilt University) 

 Best Q&A Award 

 Elizabeth Bostwick (Texas A&M University) 

 Brock Lambert (University of Tennessee) 

 Sayre Phinney (Louisiana State University) 

 Lauren Scanlon (University of Kentucky) 

http://thesecu.com/florida-wins-2015-sec-mba-case-competition.php  
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Florida Wins 2015 SEC MBA Case Competition 

 

April 11, 2015  

COLUMBIA, S.C. – The University of Florida took first place in the 2015 SEC MBA Case Competition held at the 

Darla Moore School of Business at the University of South Carolina on Saturday. The win is Florida’s third 

consecutive at the event. 

“It is a great honor to be part of Warrington’s MBA program and a relief to uphold the tradition of winning this 

competition,” said David Price, a member of Florida’s team.  

 The Florida team was comprised of Price, Henry Liu, Matt Lukas and Elizabeth Merrick. 

 The University of Kentucky finished second in the final round, followed by the University of South Carolina 

and Louisiana State University.  

 A team of four MBA students from every SEC university was presented a business case centered on the 

sustainability of an African mining company on Friday morning. The teams, who were separated into four 

divisions, proposed their solutions to a panel of business executives on Saturday morning in divisional rounds. 

The top four proposals moved on to the final round that determined the winner of the competition. 

 Other awards given during the divisional rounds included Best Presenter and Best Q&A.  

 Brock Lambert from the University of Tennessee, Michael Peter from the University of South Carolina, John 

Rogers Garrett from the University of Alabama and Clayton Williams from Vanderbilt University were awarded 

the Best Presenter Award for their respective divisions. 

 The Best Q&A Award, based on their division, was given to Elizabeth Bostwick from Texas A&M University, 

Brock Lambert from the University of Tennessee, Sayre Phinney from Louisiana State University and Lauren 

Scanlon from the University of Kentucky.  

“We were especially excited to have students focus on a case which challenged them to find a strategic 

solution to an endeavor which, framed in a global context, mirrors many of the challenges regional, national, 

and global organizations face today,” said Marcelo Frias, Managing Director of Full-Time MBA Programs at the 

https://news.warrington.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/2015-SEC-MBA-Case-Competition_CROP.jpg
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Moore School of Business. “Doing so within the context of sustainability also creates a perfect platform for 

these groups of MBA students to exercise their strategic problem solving skills.” 

The 2016 SEC MBA Case Competition will be held at the University of Arkansas. 

 A full list of winners from the 2015 SEC MBA Case Competition is below. 

 Final Team MBA Case Competition Results 

 First Place: University of Florida (Henry Liu, Matt Lukas, Elizabeth Merrick, David Price) 

 Second Place: University of Kentucky (James Davey, Jordan McMurtrey, Lauren Scanlon, Luke Williams) 

 Third Place: University of South Carolina (Autumn Maguire, Michael Peter, Talha Sheikh, Shawn Thuris) 

 Fourth Place: Louisiana State University (Parker Cramer, Steven Goyne, Sayre Phinney, Faisal Qayyum)   

 Best Presenter Award 

 Brock Lambert (University of Tennessee) 

 Michael Peter (University of South Carolina) 

 John Rogers Garrett (University of Alabama) 

 Clayton Williams (Vanderbilt University) 

 Best Q&A Award 

 Elizabeth Bostwick (Texas A&M University) 

 Brock Lambert (University of Tennessee) 

 Sayre Phinney (Louisiana State University) 

 Lauren Scanlon (University of Kentucky) 

http://www.secsports.com/article/12670621/florida-wins-2015-sec-mba-case-competition  
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UF MBA claims third consecutive SEC case competition 

 

April 13, 2015  

GAINESVILLE, Fla. – UF MBA at the Hough Graduate School of Business won the 2015 Southeastern 

Conference (SEC) MBA Case Competition on Saturday at the University of South Carolina’s Moore School of 

Business. 

UF MBA was represented by Xiaoyu “Henry” Liu, Matthew Lukas, Elizabeth Merrick and David Price—the same 

quartet that won the Florida Intercollegiate Business Case Competition in February. The team was awarded 

$10,000 for its victory. 

UF MBA has won the SEC MBA Case Competition every year since its inception in 2013.  

“We knew it was going to be very difficult to win this competition for a third consecutive year,” said Lukas, 

“but we were also aware that our team had the skill and determination to win.”  

The 14 teams were divided into four divisions, and had 24 hours to develop a solution involving the 

sustainability of an African mining company. UF MBA, along with the University of Kentucky, the University of 

South Carolina and Louisiana State University, won their divisions and advanced to the finals.  

“The case was challenging because it was very different from most cases we have done in the past,” Lukas 

said. “But we had a great team, and we were confident we could adapt to any situation. The judges stated our 

solution was not only the most sound, but we had also taken a view of the problem on a more personal level, 

rather than simply attacking the problem directly. Our approach was measured by the long-term impact we 

could make for the largest number of people possible.” 

Merrick credited her UF-sponsored international travel for providing a unique perspective. 

“My global experiences while at UF in China and Haiti directly helped me understand the nuances of the 

challenges facing the town in this case,” she said. 

UF MBA has now won seven case competitions since 2013. 

https://news.warrington.ufl.edu/programs/uf-mba-claims-third-consecutive-sec-case-competition/  

 

https://news.warrington.ufl.edu/programs/uf-mba-claims-third-consecutive-sec-case-competition/
https://news.warrington.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/2015-SEC-MBA-Case-Competition_CROP.jpg
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MBA students from UK finish second in SEC business-case competition 

 

April 13, 2015  

A team of MBA students from the University of Kentucky's Gatton College of Business and Economics finished 

second in a Southeastern Conference intercollegiate business case competition last weekend. 

The Gatton MBA team of James Davey, Jordan McMurtrey, Lauren Scanlon and Luke Williams placed second at 

the 2015 Southeastern Conference MBA Case Competition held at the Darla Moore School of Business at the 

University of South Carolina in Columbia, S.C.  

All 14 SEC universities competed in the two- day event, with UK bested only by the first -place team from the 

University of Florida.  

South Carolina finished third, and LSU was fourth in the final round. 

Teams were presented a business case centered on the sustainability of a global mining company. The teams 

proposed their solutions to a panel of business executives in divisional rounds. The top four proposals moved 

on to the final round, which determined the order of finish in the competition. 

Individually, UK's Lauren Scanlon was presented one of the Best Q&A awards from the panel. 

Gatton College faculty member Gordon Holbein, a senior lecturer in management, was coach of the Gatton 

competitors.  

http://www.kentucky.com/2015/04/13/3799133/uk-mba-students-finish-second.html  

 

 

 

 

http://www.kentucky.com/2015/04/13/3799133/uk-mba-students-finish-second.html
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Gatton Team Shines in SEC MBA Case Competition 

April 13, 2015  

LEXINGTON, Ky. (April 13, 2015) — A team of MBA students from the University of Kentucky Gatton College of 

Business and Economics turned in an outstanding performance in a major intercollegiate business case 

competition this past weekend. 

The Gatton MBA team of James Davey, Jordan McMurtrey, Lauren Scanlon, and Luke Williams placed second 

at the 2015 Southeastern Conference (SEC) MBA Case Competition held at the Darla Moore School of Business 

at the University of South Carolina in Columbia, S.C. All 14 SEC universities competed in the two-day event, 

with UK bested only by the first-place team from the University of Florida. South Carolina finished third and 

LSU was fourth in the final round. 

Teams were presented a business case centered on the sustainability of a global mining company on Friday 

morning. The teams proposed their solutions to a panel of business executives on Saturday morning in 

divisional rounds. The top four proposals moved on to the final round that determined the order of finish in 

the competition. 

Individually, UK's Lauren Scanlon was presented one of the Best Q&A awards from the  panel. 

"Our students performed incredibly well," said Gatton team advisor Harvie Wilkinson, director of Gatton MBA 

Programs. "We are very proud of their efforts." 

Gatton College faculty member Gordon Holbein, a senior lecturer in management, served as coach of the 

Gatton foursome.  

Applications currently are being accepted for admission to the next class in Gatton's One Year Accelerated 

MBA Program. The application deadline is May 11. For more information, visit www.gatton.uky.edu/MBA. 

http://uknow.uky.edu/content/gatton-team-shines-sec-mba-case-competition  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gatton.uky.edu/MBA
http://uknow.uky.edu/content/gatton-team-shines-sec-mba-case-competition


15 
 

LSU Places at the 2015 SEC MBA Case Competition 

April 14, 2015  

COLUMBIA, S.C. – The LSU team of MBA students placed fourth during the 2015 SEC MBA Case Competition, 

held at the Darla Moore School of Business at the University of South Carolina on Saturday, April 11.  

The University of Florida took first place, and the University of Kentucky finished second in the final round, 

followed by the University of South Carolina and LSU. 

A team of four MBA students from every SEC university was presented a business case centered on the 

sustainability of an African mining company on Friday morning. The teams, who were separated into four 

divisions, proposed their solutions to a panel of business executives on Saturday morning in divisional rounds. 

The top four proposals moved on to the final round that determined the winner of the competition. 

Other awards given during the divisional rounds included Best Presenter and Best Q&A. 

Brock Lambert from the University of Tennessee, Michael Peter from the University of South Carolina, John 

Rogers Garrett from the University of Alabama and Clayton Williams from Vanderbilt University were awarded 

the Best Presenter Award for their respective divisions. 

The Best Q&A Award, based on their division, was given to Elizabeth Bostwick from Texas A&M University, 

Brock Lambert from the University of Tennessee, Sayre Phinney from LSU and Lauren Scanlon from the 

University of Kentucky. 

“We were especially excited to have students focus on a case which challenged them to find a strategic 

solution to an endeavor which, framed in a global context, mirrors many of the challenges regional, national, 

and global organizations face today,” said Marcelo Frias, Managing Director of Full-Time MBA Programs at the 

Moore School of Business. “Doing so within the context of sustainability also creates a perfect platform for 

these groups of MBA students to exercise their strategic problem solving skills.” 

The 2016 SEC MBA Case Competition will be held at the University of Arkansas. 

A full list of winners from the 2015 SEC MBA Case Competition is below. 

Final Team MBA Case Competition Results 

First Place: University of Florida (Henry Liu, Matt Lukas, Elizabeth Merrick, David Price) 

Second Place: University of Kentucky (James Davey, Jordan McMurtrey, Lauren Scanlon, Luke Williams) 

Third Place: University of South Carolina (Autumn Maguire, Michael Peter, Talha Sheikh, Shawn Thuris) 

Fourth Place: LSU (Parker Cramer, Steven Goyne, Sayre Phinney, Faisal Qayyum)   

Best Presenter Award 

Brock Lambert (University of Tennessee) 

Michael Peter (University of South Carolina) 

John Rogers Garrett (University of Alabama) 

Clayton Williams (Vanderbilt University) 
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Best Q&A Award 

Elizabeth Bostwick (Texas A&M University) 

Brock Lambert (University of Tennessee) 

Sayre Phinney (LSU) 

Lauren Scanlon (University of Kentucky) 

About SECU 

Using its SECU academic initiative, the Southeastern Conference sponsors, supports and promotes 

collaborative higher education programs and activities involving administrators, faculty and students at its 

fourteen member universities. The goals of the SECU initiative include highlighting the endeavors and 

achievements of SEC faculty and universities; advancing the merit and reputation of SEC universities outside of 

the traditional SEC region; identifying and preparing future leaders for high-level service in academia; 

increasing the amount and type of education abroad opportunities available to SEC students; and providing 

opportunities for collaboration among SEC university personnel. 

http://www.lsu.edu/ur/ocur/lsunews/MediaCenter/News/2015/04/item76082.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/ur/ocur/lsunews/MediaCenter/News/2015/04/item76082.html
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Gatton team takes second in SEC MBA Case Competition 

April 14, 2015  

A group of MBA students from the University of Kentucky’s Gatton College of Business and Economics took 

second place at the 2015 Southeastern Conference MBA Case Competition, held in Columbia, South Carolina, 

over the weekend. 

Fourteen SEC schools competed in the two-day event, in which teams presented a business case centered on 

the sustainability of a global mining company to a panel of business executives. 

The University of Kentucky’s team included James Davey, Jordan McMurtrey, Lauren Scanlon and Luke 

Williams. Gatton faculty member Gordon Holbein, senior lecturer in management, served as coach for the 

Gatton team. 

The University of Florida took first place, followed by UK in second, South Carolina in third place and LSU in 

fourth. In addition, UK MBA student Scanlon was honored with a best Q&A award from the panel. 

Applications are being accepted until May 11 for admission to Gatton’s One Year accelerated MBA Program. 

For more information about the program, check online at www.gatton.uky.edu/MBA. 

http://bizlex.com/2015/04/gatton-team-takes-second-in-sec-mba-case-competition/  
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http://bizlex.com/2015/04/gatton-team-takes-second-in-sec-mba-case-competition/
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Haslam MBA Students Participate in SEC Case Competition 

April 20, 2015  

Haslam College of Business MBA students participated in the third annual SEC Case Competition at the 

University of South Carolina on April 10. 

Allen Pannell, faculty advisor for the group, said the students did well, even though they did not make it past 

the first round. “Our students had the most innovative answer I saw all weekend,” Pannell said. “They just lost 

a close judgment call to a very good Florida team, who went on to win the competition.” 

Florida has won the competition all three years, and Haslam students’ experience against them has been 

much the same. “Last year the judges went out of their way to give our team feedback and encouragement,” 

Pannell said. “They said it was basically a coin flip.” 

Haslam’s team consisted of John Born, Marcus Jeter, Brock Lambert and Samara Sadrin. They were given the 

name of a company to research before the event then presented with a case question once they arrived on-

site for the competition. 

The SEC Case Competition is hosted by SECU, the academic initiative of the Southeastern Conference. It pits 

SEC business schools against each other in a friendly competition, providing an opportunity to test students’ 

skills at solving simulated, real-world business scenarios across the spectrum of disciplines.  

https://utcbanews.wordpress.com/2015/04/20/sec-case-competition/  
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Walton M.B.A. Students Compete at SEC Case Competition 

 

April 30, 2015  

Four students from the Sam M. Walton College of Business at the University of Arkansas competed in the third 

Southeastern Conference M.B.A. Case Competition. 

The competition was held April 9-11 at the University of South Carolina's Darla Moore School of Business. 

Student teams representing each of the 14 SEC universities competed to analyze case information about a 

mining company implementing a sustainable community development initiative in a small village in Zambia, 

Africa. 

The Walton College team was made up of three second-year M.B.A. students, Kenny Bierman, Qinghai Sun 

and Kristen Raney, and one first-year M.B.A. student, Jenny Glover. The team's faculty adviser was professor 

Vikas Anand. The team was edged out in the first division by University of Kentucky, which finished second 

overall in the competition.  

Walton College will host the SEC MBA Case Competition in April 2016. 

The SEC MBA Case Competition is one of the enterprises of SECU, the academic initiative of the Southeastern 

Conference. In 2013 the inaugural competition was held at the University of Missouri, and in 2014 the 

University of Alabama hosted the conference.  

The 14 teams were divided into four divisions on Friday morning immediately after which the case was 

released. The teams had 24 hours to develop strategies and presentations, submitting final presentations by 7 

a.m. Saturday. Saturday morning began with divisional rounds, with Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana State 

University and South Carolina advancing to the finals. Only one team advances from each division. 

In this year's competition, Florida again took first place – repeating its wins from 2013 and 2014. LSU finished 

fourth overall and South Carolina finished in third. 

Information about this year's SEC MBA Case Competition, including the schedule, results from divisional and 

final competitions, photos, and recordings of the team presentations can be found on the website of the 

Moore School of Business.  

http://campusdata.uark.edu/resources/images/articles/2015-04-28_01-05-55-PM0739A6D41C44000072300002-attachment-1-IMG952547-2.jpg
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Contact the Graduate School of Business for more information on the 2016 competition at the University of 

Arkansas, or Bryan Welbourne, assistant director of SECU, at BWelbourne@sec.org or 205-949-8960 for more 

information about SECU. 

http://news.uark.edu/articles/27457/walton-m-b-a-students-compete-at-sec-case-competition  
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